
Principal 
Mr. B. Taha 

 
Vice Principal 

Mrs. O. Soroka 
 

School Council Chairs 
Mrs. P. Wood 

Mrs. J. Shelton 
 

Superintendent  
of Schools 

Ms. S. Logue 
(905) 764-6830 

 
Trustee 

Mrs. A. Debartolo 
(905) 898-9653 

A message from Administration… 
 

It is hard to believe that we are already into December and 2014 is just around the 
corner!  November was an engaging month with much activity throughout our school.  
We had our many Anti-Bullying awareness activities to increase awareness around 
bullying.  Students had much discussion around the power of being a bystander.  At 
Mackenzie Glen we are committed to a safe and positive learning environment. 
 

We were quite moved by the mobilization of students at Mackenzie Glen with the re-
cent devastation in the Philippines.  Our Fill It Up for the Philippines campaign was 
conceived and run by students in our Student Involvement Team (SIT).  We are still 
collecting spare change and will have a grand total in our next newsletter.  This em-
pathetic act of humanity is one that should make us all proud.  It should also give us 
hope that our youth and future leaders have a strong sense of social responsibility.    
 

It was great to see families engaged in Student Led Conferences.  Having students 
share their learning with family enables them to consolidate their learning.  Students 
will continue to utilize written and oral descriptive feedback to improve their learning 
and understanding.   
 

This month‘s Character Matters trait is Empathy.  Empathy is a valuable characteris-
tic that we hope to instill in all students.  It enables them to think from another‘s point 
of view.  We encourage you to have discussions around empathy with your child.  If 
you haven't already done so, please contribute to our Holiday Heroes food, clothing 
and toiletry drive.  The collected items will go to support families in need right here in 
York Region.  
  

As the end of 2013 approaches we would like to extend our heartfelt wishes of good 
health and happiness to all of the students at Mackenzie Glen Public School and 
their families.  It takes a village to raise a child.  Your partnership is the key to our 
success. 
 

We thank you for your continued support of our school.   
 

Sincerely, 
 

Mr. B. Taha                                             Mrs. O. Soroka 
Principal                                              Vice Principal 
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Winter Break 
 

All YRDSB Schools will be closed from  

Monday, December 23, 2013 until Friday, January 3, 2014 
 

Classes resume on Monday, January 6, 2014. 
 

Friday, December 20, 2013 is a PA Day—No School. 
 

 

We wish you and your family a Happy Holiday and all 

the best of Health and Happiness for 2014! 



Colder Weather 
 

 

RECESS/LUNCH 
The arrival of December also marks the arrival of cooler temperatures.  Please be sure to dress 
your child for the cooler temperatures.   
 

All our students will be expected to be outside before, during and after school in all weather conditions.  Stu-
dents need to come to school dressed to play outside during recesses.  Boots (for rain or snow), jackets, 
hats, mitts, scarves and snow pants will help make recess an enjoyable time.  It is advisable for children to 
keep extra pants and socks at school in case they get wet. To avoid adding to our clothing collection in the 
Lost and Found Bin, please be sure to label all articles of clothing. 
 

The York Region District School board advises the following: 
Students with health concerns, such as, but not limited to, heavy colds, coughs and flu, which are seri-
ous enough to prevent them from participating in physical education, recesses or other outdoor activi-
ties, should remain at home until the condition improves.  
Students are to come to school ready for winter and prepared to be outdoors after lunch (40 minutes).  
When temperatures and/or wind chill reach minus 20 degrees Celsius, we will consider an indoor rou-
tine for recess/events.  
When temperatures and/or wind chill reach minus 18-19 degrees Celsius, we will consider a shortened 
outdoor routine for recess/events.  

 
SCHOOL BUS CANCELLATIONS  
If the condition of the roads necessitates the cancellation of bus service, local radio stations will be informed 
as early as possible and will broadcast this information to the community. Please be advised that if buses are 
cancelled in the morning they will not run after school—regardless of the weather. Review your plans as to 
what your children will do in the event of late buses or cancellations. Cancellations will be announced on both 
Mackenzie Glen PS and YRDSB websites:   

http://www.yrdsb.ca/schools/mackenzieglen.ps/ 
http://www.yrdsb.edu.on.ca/ 

 
The following radio stations announce cancellations:     
AM 640             AM 680      FM 88.5     FM 90.3           AM 1010       AM 1540    FM 92.5     FM 93.1    AM 1050   FM 99.9      
FM 97.3      FM 98.1         AM 1530        FM 100.7   FM 104.5   FM 107.1    AM 590 

Inclement Weather  
Morning Entry 

 

At times, it becomes necessary for students to come in from 
either the rain or extremely cold weather.  Mackenzie Glen 
PS begins daily supervision at 8:00 a.m.  If it is raining or 
extremely cold, administration will call for indoor supervision.   
 

When it is indoor supervision all students will enter the 
school through their usual doors, ‗northwest‘ or ‗southeast‘.  
Each door will be supervised by a staff member, who will 
direct students to their supervised location inside.  Portable 
students come into the school and wait until the 8:15 a.m. 
bell to proceed to their classroom.   
 

Kindergarten students will enter through their usual doors 
and wait in lines outside of their classrooms.   
 

To maintain safety, it is absolutely imperative that parents 

and other adults do not enter the hallways.  We thank you in 

advance for your cooperation! 

Book Fair 
December 2 - 6, 2013 
Mackenzie Glen PS 

L I B R A R Y 

http://www.yrdsb.ca/schools/mackenzieglen.ps/
http://www.yrdsb.edu.on.ca/
http://www.google.ca/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=fsQEoNmtGOi6IM&tbnid=StgZlESWIaQ3fM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwillismediacenter.blogspot.com%2F2013%2F09%2Fscholastics-reading-oasis-is-coming-to.html&ei=t7tmUv6VCKbR2QWu6
http://www.google.ca/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=7TCiVgUUQMwLvM&tbnid=46g6z5YHTZAD8M:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fpaperzip.co.uk%2Ftopics%2Fhistory%2Fegyptians%2Fegyptian-borders&ei=Bb5mUqmlLaTd2QWO9YE4&bvm=bv.55123115,d.aW


Literacy Night 
Parental engagement is a key factor to student success.  Recent EQAO survey  

results show that many of our older students do not engage in reading or computer 
activities with their parents.  Join us on 

Thursday, December 5, 2013 
Drop in between 6:00 and 7:00 pm 

 

Also, our Bookfair will be open in the library for parents to shop for books to excite their 
children about reading!  Bookfair will close at 7:30 p.m. 

 
Bring a Holiday Heroes donation! 

Parental Engagement 
 

Parental engagement in their child‘s learning is a key factor to student achievement.  There is a lot of re-
search showing the positive correlation between parental involvement and student achievement.  Below is 
some recent survey data from the grade 3 and 6 EQAO administered in May of this year.  The data indicates 
that parents want to help in the younger years, but often that support fades in the older grades.  Our Literacy 
Night will support parents in finding ways to engage with their children regardless of their age.  We hope to 
see you there! 

Grade 3  Grade 6  

Junior/Intermediate grades: 
How do I read with my child? 

What websites can I use to engage my child? 
What other texts can my child be reading at 

home? 
Location: gym 

Primary grades: 
Snuggle Up and Read  

How do I engage my child when reading at home? 
Are there any websites I can use to support my 

child at home? 
How do I know they are reading the right book? 

Location: various classrooms  



Many people have already met our new friend at 
the office.  Recently, we acquired a Bearded 
Dragon. Upon his arrival, students were asked to 
come up with ideas for his name.  Five names were 
popular and students got to vote on his name.  The 
name that won is SPIKE.  
 

Welcome SPIKE!  Next time you are in the building 
stop by and say hello.  Spike will also be visiting 
classrooms to support the inquiry process.   

Winter Wonderland 

DANCE-A-THON 
 

December 18, 2013      

Watch for your Pledge Form  coming soon!  
Funds raised will support school initiatives.  

 
Music by   

Welcome SPIKE! 

Mackenzie Glen PS Remembers 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Our Remembrance Day assembly was a captivating tribute to our Canadian veterans past and present.  We 
had many parents join us to watch performances by the Concert Band, Choir and other students under the 
direction of Mrs. Browning, Mrs. Miles and Ms. Lee.  Students watched an interview with Mr. Martin a World 
War II Air Force Veteran and father of our own Mrs. Miles.  He told students that negotiation is the key to 
eliminate future wars.  Thank you to Mr. Feldman who played the bagpipes.   



Vulnerable Sector Screening 
 

Please note that ALL parents wishing to volunteer in our school must obtain a Vulnerable Sector Screening 
(VSS) check from the police. This requirement is to protect your children at school.  
If you are  thinking of joining a field trip, being a volunteer in the library, helping school council hand out pizza 
or helping in any other way that involves contact with students, the VSS check must be carried out at a York 
Region Police Station.  
Once you have the Vulnerable Sector Screening check , please bring the original copy to the school office. 
We will photocopy the original, stamp that the photocopy is a certified true copy, give you back your original 
and then file the VSS in the office. Parents will also be required to sign a confidentiality form as well, which 
can be obtained in the office and we will keep those forms on file as well.  
Once a VSS has been completed, each subsequent year that parents continue to volunteer, a form entitled, 
―Offence Declaration‖ is to be signed in place of a new VSS and this will also be kept in the school office.  
We thank you in advance for your cooperation. 

Traffic Concerns 
 

We thank all parents for their cooperation in our Kiss N‘ Ride.  Your adherence to our routine ensures that 
students are being safely dropped off and picked up.  It also ensures a less stressful start to your day. At 
Mackenzie Glen PS we continue to remind everyone that we value SAFETY OVER CONVENIENCE.   
 

Our Kiss N‘ Ride remains as your safest way to pick up and drop off your  
child(ren) as it is supervised by staff.  A few reminders for Kiss N‘ Ride: 

Use the yellow drop off/pick up zone ONLY  

DO NOT leave your car  

Have school bags on child‘s laps to ensure a quick drop off 
 

Parents are expected to follow the direction of staff wearing orange vests.   
 

Parents who choose not to use the Kiss N‘ Ride are asked to follow street parking by-laws and to respect our 
neighbours by NOT BLOCKING DRIVEWAYS.  Your required cooperation is appreciated. 

On Monday, November 25, students in 
grades 3 to 8 participated in the ‘Freeze 
Out Bullying’ Presentation.  Students 
learned the power of being the by-
stander as well as some soccer tricks! 

& 
 

 

 
 

DAY 
Our next SPIRIT DAY is on  
Thursday, December 19 

 Dress in your SPOTS and STRIPES! 



Tumble Books 
 

Mackenzie Glen PS subscribes to an online collection 

of animated talking picture books that teach students 

the joys of reading.  
 

Parents and students have free access to this valuable 

online resource.    
 

Simply go to: 

www.tumblebooks.com 
 

 

Enter ‗Username‘: 

mackglen 
 

Enter ‗Password‘: 

books 
 

Parent Contact Information 

 

This is a reminder to ensure that you keep the school 
updated when phone numbers and contacts change.  
We have had a number of incidents when we were 
unable to contact parents due to wrong numbers.  If 
your number(s) has/have changed please notify Ms. 
Kemble or Ms. Nupoort in the office to update your 
contact information.   

Math Homework Help 
Grades 7-10 

 

The Ontario Ministry of Education and the Independent 
Learning Centre launched a project called Homework 
Help. Again this year, all Ontario Mathematics students 
enrolled in Grades 7 to 10 have access to this resource.   
 

Students log on to Homework Help and using an interac-
tive chat room, they can obtain personalized tutoring from 
a certified Ontario mathematics teacher.  Chats take place 
Sunday to Thursday evenings from 5:30 - 9:30 p.m. and all 
sessions are recorded for students to access at a later 
date.   

Homework Help is free, live, and anonymous.   
 

Students will also have access to both guided and inde-
pendent learning in a unique environment that combines 
technology and personal interaction.   
 

To log in, students require their Ontario Educational Num-
ber (OEN), birthdate and grade.  The OEN can be found 
on the recent Progress Report.  It is a nine digit number.   
 

 

ontario.ca/HomeworkHelp 
 

Paul Davis Parent Evening 
 

On Wednesday, November 20th, we had Paul Davis 
come and speak to students and parents about Net-
work Safety.   
 

Paul Davis is a resident of Maple.  He speaks 
across Canada and parts of the United States 
around the importance of online responsibility. 
 

During the instructional day, he spoke to students 
from grades 4 to 8.  He returned that evening to an 
audience of approximately 60 parents.   
 

This event was funded through the Ministry of Edu-
cation‘s Parents Reaching Out Grant.  The grant 
was applied for by School Council. Thank you to all 
who attended.    



Character Corner:  Empathy 
 

During the month of December, we will be learning about, and celebrating the character trait of EMPATHY at 
Mackenzie Glen PS.   
 

Empathy is:  
Putting yourself in someone else‘s shoes 
Understanding, sensing, and sharing in the feelings and emotions of others 
Showing love, sympathy, compassion, and encouragement 
Identifying with, and understanding, another‘s situation, feelings, and motives 
Having concern for someone experiencing misfortune 

 

What does empathy look like/sound like? 
Listening with full attention to the speaker and looking for the feelings behind the words, facial expres-
sions, and body language 
Respecting the thoughts of a friend who has shared his or her feelings 
Acknowledging the emotions of someone by saying something like, ―I can see that you are really uncom-
fortable about this.‖ 
Showing appropriate reactions to someone who is sharing his or her feelings (i.e., nodding, smiling, para-
phrasing) and asking questions at appropriate times 
Allowing the person to share his or her feelings without interrupting, judging, or trying to solve his or her 
problem 
Trying to really understand a person‘s feelings and motives, even when you may disagree with the ac-
tions of a person 
Speaking from ―I‖ and owning your emotions 

 
 

 
“Too often we underestimate the power of a touch, a smile, a kind word, a listening  

ear, an honest compliment, or the smallest act of caring, all of which have  
the potential to turn a life around.”  

 Leo Buscaglia   

Message From Our Trustee 
 

As 2013 draws to a close, I hope everyone has had a 
wonderful school year so far.  As a trustee, I am always 
very proud to hear about the great things happening in 
our schools, thanks to the hard work of our students, staff 
and community members. 
 

With the school year well underway I hope you have had 
an opportunity to get involved with the school community.   
There are many different ways to get involved.  Our great 
schools become even better when everyone in the school 
community – families, students, staff and community part-
ners – feels welcome and engaged in the school. 
 

We will begin 2014 with a renewed Mission, Vision and 
Values statement.  They are being updated to better re-
flect the school communities we serve, and the changes 
we have seen in education over the past decade.  Thank 
you to everyone who took the time to share their views. 
 

As we enter the winter months, on behalf of the trustees 
and staff of the York Region District School Board, I 
would like to wish you and your families a safe and happy 
holiday season, and a wonderful start to the new year. 
 

Anna Debartolo  



DECEMBER 2013 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 
 

2 

School Council Meet-
ing @ 7:00 pm 

3 4 5 
Literacy Night, 6:00-
7:00 pm 

6 
Gr 6 VIP 

7 

8 9 
 

10 11 12 13 

 

Gr 6 VIP 
 
Assembly: Giving 
 
Maun-agiyaras 

14 

15 16 

 
Gr 8 Pathways visit 

17 18 

 
 
 
 
Dance-a-thon 

19 
 
Gr 6 VIP 
 
Spots and Stripes 
Spirit Day! 

20 

 
 
 
 
PA Day—No School 

21 

22 23 24 25 

♦ Christmas Day 

26 

♦ Kwanzaa 
Death of Prophet 
Zarathustra 

27 28 

29 30 31     

January  

6 School Resumes 

9 Maple HS Information Night  

17 PA Day—No School  

22 School Council Meeting, 7:00 pm 

February   

12 Term 1 Report Cards Sent Home 

17 Family Day—No School 

Upcoming Dates 
 

 

To report your child‘s  
absence, please call our  

attendance line 

(905) 417-9771      
Leave a message at any time! 

 Follow us on Twitter:  

@MackenzieGlenPS 


